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How to create a unit/theme based curriculum
Step 1:  Develop an understanding of the state standards 

Step 2:  Divide the state standards into major units/themes (6-8)

· Once these units have been decided, create a flow of the units (logical and sequential order)

Step 3:  Identify all the standards that fall under unit/theme
Step 4:  Look at all the standards in a unit/theme and develop 2-4 major essentials per unit

How to create an individual unit:

Step 1:  Meet as a PLC and determine the flow of the unit (which standards should be first, second, etc).  
· Determine how many assessments are needed and where they should be placed (logical location)

Step 2:  Identify the questions from important standardized assessments (state test, ACT, etc.) that relate to the state standards in the unit.

· Pay close attention to the wording of each question.  Our unit test must have similar wording to help prepare students

Step 3: Write each test in the unit
· Create three questions per standard.  This will allow students the opportunity to miss a question but still prove mastery of the standard.
· Of the three questions, one should be easy, the second should be middle level, and the third should be difficult.

Step 4:  Create quizzes and small formative assessment to be given throughout the unit.

· The quizzes should match the wording of the test and align to standards
Step 5:  As a PLC team, think about activities that relate to the unit.  

· Activities are defined as any problem put into context (doesn’t necessarily involve data collecting and movement around classroom)

· All activities must have a purpose and should be carefully written to match to standards in the unit.

· Activities should hit as many standards as possible and provide meaning/context for students 

· Each activity should cover new standards but still spiral back with old material. 
· Look to textbook, online, and peers to help find ready-made activities and ideas for new activities.  

· Make sure the activity includes informal formative assessments to monitor student understanding through activity and new material being presented.  This formative assessment is the driving force behind the pace and flow of the lesson.  

Step 6:  Look at how technology can be incorporated into activities and unit. 

· Technology should be used as a tool to help students see the content in a different way.  

· Technology should be used to help students demonstrate their understanding without getting bogged down with computation.  This will allow students to develop higher order thinking skills and gain confidence in their math ability. 

Step 7:  Supplement unit will formal notes and practice problems where needed.
· Notes should be used AFTER activities.  This will allow the ability for students to reference the activity and create individual meaning behind the notes and concepts being presented.  

Step 8:   Find/create homework assignments that align to the standards and activities in the unit.   

Step 9:  Teach the unit!  

Step 10:  Reflect on the unit, and record any changes that should be made for future years.  

